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THE 



LIFE 



OF 



TOUSSAINT LOUVERTURE. 



THE yeil k^^atiirely withdrawn from thç 
profound hypocrisy and despèrat^ ani'^ 
bition of Toussaint Lôuv^UTUi^fi. The 
treason of that chief of the jffiadcs is openly 
maiotamed by him ; and tipon the smoking 
ruim of a city, set cm fire by hb orders, the 
Fronch troopSi after successfuUy fightingfoi: 
liberty in Europe, are advancing to punish 
in him the enemy of their country, and of 
htunan natmre. . The lifb of |iii$ man, there- 
fore, cannot but be interesting to the pub* 
lie, since he bas rendered it famous by fais 
crimes, and by the succesa whichhastoo long 
enoredbim to dei^rate enteprises. Hitherto 
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restrained by the respect engendered by tbe 
proceedings of a mild and pacifie govern- 
ment, I hâve forbome to write the hfe of 
this Âfrican, whose hands hâve long beea 
steeped in blood ; and hâve imposed silence 
upOn the. toc ftithful. pfesentimeBtfli vhich 
even the appearance of bis modération did 
'but the more deepLy. imprint^on my mind. 
At présent, however, no public iqterest is 
opposed to the publication of this lii{»tory ; 
^hich^ diottgb it cannât arrest tha progtess 
^f évents,-will at leâst serve, to.jastify the 
Yâagmttide of the mean» employed against 
:this rebel^ àttd vnXL aSçt important maitter 
to-tbe impatience o£ idiose'^vho havetbeen 
60 long deceived respecting tjie character of 
this Ne^o Chief, .. 

Toussaint Louverture. was born in 
1^743, on an estate of the cî^devaat Count 
&£ NoB, known by the name of the estate 
of Br£i>a, about a league distant fromthe 
city of Cape Frai^cais, in the dqportment 



of the nàtth. in St. Domingo. Hy birth 3 
slave, he passed his youth in (hat condidoii ; 
and was'employed in tending flocks on thô 
land where he was born. 

The time which his employment left on 
hisliands being considérable, the early ac- 
tivity of his mind inspired him with a pas- 
sion pf improving it in the cultiratioii of his 
talents. He taught himself to read and 
Write. Thç knowledge he then progrès^ 
idvely attained raised him highly in the esti-^ 
mation of his fellow slaves, nôt lessgratified 
than surprised to see one of théir own con- 
dition liberate himself from the profound 
ignorance which iseèmed to be their inevit* 
able Êite. 

Toussaint Louverture, abie to sign 
his name and Write tolerabiy, was adyanced 
from the employment of herdsman, and 
began to cast his eye on situations of corn-* 
parative respectability and profit. Tbe re* 
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port of his acquirements reached M« Ba yoû 
P£ LiBEUTAs, oTerseer of the éstate, who 
thenceforth resolved to take him into hifl 
Personal service, and began by making him 
his coachman. 

Toussaint Louvertuhe by his conduct 
won the esteem of his new master ; althougli 
cruel to the slaves under his command, this 
overseer was extremely kind to Toussaint ; 
placed entire confidence in him ; by degrees 
gave him the charge of a number of slaves, 
and neglected nothing that might attach 
him to his interest. 

. In thèse circumstances theRevcdution found 
Toussaint. Far from taking any part in 
the movements that preceded the insurrec- 
tion of the Negroes, he seemed determined 
to keep aloof from ail the intrigue and vio- 
lence of the times ; and certain it is that his- 
tory has not to reproach him with taking any 
share in the massacres of the .White people, 
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put to death in Âugust 1^91 . His ambition 
was not tempted eyen by his intimate con- 
nection with the çhiefs of the insurgent ne- 
groes, BoucKMANT, BiAssou, and Jean 
François (ail three black slaves); noroould 
his particular friendship for Jean F&akoois, 
^t that perix)d seduce him* The fidelity he 
had yowed to his master, and his gratitude^ 
seemed to bave been superior to ail the at- 
tractions of revenge and avarice, and often 
he was heard to utter imprécations on the 
heads of the authors of the disastrous state 
of the colonj% This extraordinary conduct 
had drawn doser the ties of confidence and 
friendship between Toussaint aiid his 
master. In the unhappy state of the co- 
lony, delivered up to the cruel revenge of 
.the negroes, Toussaint was become doubly 
dear to the family of thfe overseer. They 
weli knew his resources ; they understôod 
what he might with ease undertake ; they 
perceived the fuU extent of the influence 
(bat he might acquire over his fellow ne- 



grœ^y and the oonsequencesy if he should 
be tempted to abuse his power ; and thej 
^xitemely admired his modération and dis* 
iotei^estednçss. 

But the modération of Toussaint Lou- 
v£](.TUB.£ vràs entirely feigned. His con- 
duet was the resuit of the calculations of the 
•most profound hypocrisy, which for a while 
viéwedonly theuncertain issue of the enter- 
prise. As soon as he saw its success as- 
sured, and the favourable crisis of bis afiairs 
appearad to Mm to be arrived, he suddenly 
escapedfrom hisnuuster's bouse, and âed to 
the camp of Biassou. This chief of the in- 
surgents, happy to bave one of so much 
talent and réputation for a companion of bis 
attrocitiesy gave him the most cordial récep- 
tion, and appointed him his secretary, or 
ratber confidential adviser and agent 

In this new office, in which so much scopç 
was giTen to his genius, Toussaint began 



to displày hU $(iiHtor3r talent and tfae real 
ferocity of fais citaracter. 'Bi Assotr sent bim 
on various expéditions, ih wbich he açconu 
plighed the object of his employer, the har-^ 
rU>le resnlt of whidx is but too well kaowi^ 
in Europe ; and as the reward of hisHs^vioe, 
raiscui him to the rank oi captain of }fût 
guards. 

This happened at the period when jea« 
lousy and conséquent ditisicms rose among 
tbe black chiefs» and opened an easy ca- 
reer to ambitiott. Tqv^aikt Louver- 
TURE, already disdainUig thé aeCûnd/ank, 
'seized on this moment, aad in coiitoect with 
Jean Frakcois, the riTal ahd personàl 
«nemy of BiAssou, fonned the design of 
destroying his benefactor, and usurpii^ hfc 
place. 

One day as Biassqu vtbs asieep in his 
têoit, he was saddëxilyroùsed, and infoxxned 
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that bis camp was inrested by a bodjr of 
SOOO blacks ; and that Jean Frakcois ad- 
vanced at the bead of bis cavaky, to seize 
upon bis person. BiAssou ran to arms^ 
commanded tbe gênerai to bebeat, and gave 
orders to the captain of bis guards to post 
fais troops for tbe defence of bis person. 

Toussaint calmly executed tbe military 
moveinents that tbis extretnity demanded ; 
but, instead of resisting tbe enemy, be ad- 
vaticed to meet Jean François, and deli- 
vered bis master to bim witbout striking a 
blow. The fetè tX BiAssou was soon de- 
tennined ; he was deposed from lus rank of 
(xeneral of tbe Insurgents, and sent prisoner 
to St. Augustin, in the interior of tbe 
Island\ . 

Toussaint received as the recompense 
of bis services on tbis occamon tbe command 
of a division, wtbb strhicb be too ftîtbfoUy 
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fdDowed the foçtg(;4sp« of the ferocious BiAS* 
«OIT, till other éventa conducted him to a 
new scène of action. 

The war whicb broke out in Europe be- 
tween tbe Frenoh Republic and the lead- 
ing powers of the continent, had ahready 
extended its rayages to the colonies of the 
new world, the dependencies of the beUige* 
rent nations. At St. Domingo, the Frençh 
that were faithful to the republic had to 
contend not only with the negroes, who had 
raised the standard of revoit, and withwhom 
the royalists and the emigrai^ts had assoçiated 
theirinterests, but also with the English^who 
harassed their coasts, and the Spaniards, who 
had openly declared war against them. 

In the beginning of the year 1793, the 
Spaniards, eager to remforce themselves 

.with every alliance that declared itaelf the 
enemy of the French Republic, invited to 

.«nre under their colours the Negro In- 
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argents of fit. Datiiingo. Jean Frakcois 
antd ToussAïKT Louveutuhe readay ac* 
cepted of the invitation, and the first was 
created Lieutenant-General of the armies of 
the King of Spain ; atid Toussaint raised 
to the rank of Adjutant-Oeneral. BoA of 
thèse men were clotiied with ihe distinc- 
tive marks of dieir rank, and for the first 
-dime Black Sbires were seen decked widi 
TÎfabands, crosses, and other emblems of 
higfa station. 

Jean François and Toussaint Lou- 
VERTURE now cndcavoured to shew tfaem- 
selves worthy of so many honours, hyan 
tmlimited dévotion to the interests of the 
%)anish government. The war they made 
npon the French Bepublicans was a war of 
cannibals. It was no uncommon thing for 
them to move with horror and disgust, even 
those whose instruments they were become« 
Every Freftchman, of whatever colonr he 
was, if he was in the service of the Repub- 
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liC| w«s certaûpi in falliiig into their faands, ' 
tofincl de^th in tl^e imd^t of uncoLampled 
tortures- Surrounded with a crowd of 
priests and . ^paigrants^ wbose counsels en- 
creased thrir fçrocity, thèse two Negro 
Chiefs believed thernselves cfaarged with 
executuig die vengeance of thé altar and 
the throne. Their zeal w^as distinguished 
by the most^frightful of characterfrp^fanati^ 
.ci»n which murders without remorse in the 
nanie of faeaven ; and that extrême barba- 
rism for which the sacred laws of nature, 
consanguinity, and humanity, hâve no re- 
straînt. 

When the history of this war shall be 
writtcn, before the eyes of the reader will 
be placed the horrible picture of men sawn 
in two, or mutilated in every limb, or burnt 
over a slow fire, or hung by the feet to a 
tree, and âayed aiive» La Vendée alone 
offers some resembla^ce of the war, whicK 
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for two years Toussaint made on the Re- 
publicans of the colony. It was in vain, 
during this timci that the commissaricn} of 
the French govemment at St. Domingo, 
PoLVEREL and Santonax, endeavoured to 
lead hini back to his dnty to the mother 
country, in whose name they ofiered him, 
as well as to Jean François, peaoe, tiberty, 
and protection. Thèse offers were an- 
swered by new and greater aots of atrocity . 
Toussaint, thinking proper to state the 
motives of his conduct, wrote with his own 
hand to the conimissaries a letter, dated the 
28th of Augus^, 1793, in which are thèse 
remarkable expressions : 

<< We cannot obey the will of the nation 
^^ because we hâve been accustomed to 
** exécute that only of a king. The King 
*< of France is lost to us, but we are ho- 
<^ noured with marks of distinction and 
" ËLYOur by the King of Spam. For Aese 
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'* reasons we cannot acknowledge you corn- 
** missaries of tbe French nation tiU yoa 
** hâve placed a king oh the throne/' 

This lettcr was dictated by a Spanisk 
priest, curate of Laxabok, who then had 
the title of confessor to Toussaint Lou- 
VERTUKE* Â little befoi*e that time this 
Negro Chief had addressed a proclamation 
to his brethren at Ca?£ Français, dictated 
in the same spirit. It was dated June 25 th, 
1793. 

The victories and success of the French 
Republic began to disgust* Spain with the 
confederacy. Toussaint foresaw the end 
of his employment in the Spanish service ; 
and perhaps apprehended that he should be 
made a sacrifice at the peace between France 
and Spain. He therefore prepared to change 
his party, and his new treachery was ac- 
companied with circumstances of horror. 
When he had joined the Spaniards he pre- 
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sented himself ivith Itis hands stained in re- 
publican blood : to efface the remembrance 
of this, if possible, be resolved, on returning^ 
to tbe Republicans, to ofFer the same trophy , 
and to sacrifice to them the blood of Spa- 
niards as an atonement ! 

The Président of the royal audience at 
SaintDomingo,DoN Joachim GARCiA^had 
placed him Hnder the orders of the Marquis 
p^ Hermbka, one of tbe bravest and ablest 
officers of the Spanish army. On the 25th 
of June, n94, Toussaint, after hearing 
mass, and taking the sacrament wîth un- 
common marks, of dévotion, quitted the 
churcb, mounted bis horse, and surrounding 
by his own troops the Spaniards under lus 
command, cooUy ordered them ail to be 
massacred! Old and young, men, women^ 
and children, were indiscriminately put to 
the sword ; many having previously under- 
gone the extrêmes of brutaUty from the 
army of the Negro Chief, The churches 
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were pillaged ; and the property^of indivi- 
dualsy as well as of the Spaaisb goveriuiieot) 
carried away. 

The same thing was committed by the 
troops of Toussaint, at other places beside 
this first scène of his treachery to the Spa- 
xûards; at Gonaires, Gros-morne, Don^ 
i^os, La petite Rivière, and in erery 
parish of the ial^nd occupied by the Spa«- 
niards. 

Three hoUrs beforo this massacre. TofUs- 
SAIKT LouvERTURE had rencwcd his path 
of fidelity to the King of Spai» bqfore Don 
Garcia and the Marquis d'HermenaI 
It was no sooner committed, than he mav^hed 
with hi? troops to Port î>£ PAix,.where 
he took the .oath of fidelity to the Freiich 
JlepubliCy in the preseoce ,of G£>^£RAt. 
JCtienne Layeaux, wha at that time corn- 
xnanded in Saint Domingo ! ^ 
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This General, acquaintied with the ex*^ 
traordinary events in which Toussaint had 
taken a part, was at first little disposed to 
grant him his confidence. Reduced to in- 
action, suspected, and watched, this Negro 
Chief seemed to hâve attained the end of his 
politica] career : btit a circumstance equally 
unexpected and unfortunate brought him 
Buddenlyagain upon the scène, and opened 
new and more âattering prospects to his 
ambition. 

In the month of Ventôse, in the fourth 
year of the Republic, a popular sédition, 
fomented and increased by thrce Mulatto 
Chiefs, broke out in the city of Cape Fran- 
çais. Gekeral Laveaux was thé in- 
tended victim of this insurrection : he was 
seized and declared a prisoner. On receir- 
ing this news, which suddenly awakened ail 
his hc^pes^ and gave new food to his ambi- 
tion, Toussaint Louverture, supported 
by the friends of the Republîc, armed in 
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behalf of the Governor, and marched'against 
the city at the head of ten thousand meh. 
Terrified with the préparations for a siege^ 
the inhabitants opened their gâtes. Tous- 
saint entered the city as a conqueror, re- 
leased General La veaux, and ^ôlenuily 
reinstated him in the functîons of his go- 
vernment. 

This unexpected event suddenly restored 
to Toussaint the high estimation he seeraed 
for ever to hâve lost, and in fact rendered 
him arbiter of the fate of the colony . In the 
infatuation of his gratitude General La- 
veaux proclaimed him the avenger of the 
constituted authorities, and the Saviour of 
the white people. 

" He is," said the General % " that Ne- 
** gro that Spartacus foretold by Raynal, 
** whose destiny it is to avenge the wrongs 
** committed on his race T* 
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And to thisextravagance Lave aux added, 
that thenceforth he should never take any 
step but in concert with the Negro Chief . 

In fact, Toussaint Louverture was 
made Greneral of Division , and Lieutenant 
Governor of Saint Domingo ; and thus ele- 
vated, saw himself in a condition success- 
fuUy to prépare the way for bis own usurpa- 
tion. He had already made some progress 
in this great work, by propagating through 
every possible channel the expectation of the 
future indépendance of the colonies in the 
Wçst Indies% when the arrivai of new 
s^ents from France, commissioned by the 
Executive Directory to proclaim the consti- 
tution of the third year of the Republic, 
(1795) opportunely for bis purposes, added 
greatly to his^ influence, and furnished new 
arms to bis ambition. 

Thèse agents had instructions to express^ 
in the strongest ternis, to Toussaint, the 
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good will and respect of the French Govern- 
ment, and to acknowledge by »iew favours 
the services he had rendered the Republic, 
in rescuing General Lave aux, protecting 
the constituted authorities, and saving the 
colony from the internai factions which 
threatened its destruction. 

The Commissioners crf the Executive Di- 
rectory had scarcely landed in Saint Do- 
mingo when they hastened to, fulfil the 
wishes of the French Government towards 
Toussaint. They received him with marks 
of the most distinguished favour, and in- 
vited him to render further services to the 
mother country by driving the English from 
the colony. At this period it was that 
England began to act openly against Saint 
Domingo; and the English forces had al- 
ready seized upon several cantons, and 
threatened the whole colony with a speedy 
invasion. 

c 2 



20 

Strengthened by the confidence of thc 
French Gorernment, and aided with the 

■ 

counsels of. able men in the colony, Tous- 
saint, after several a&irs, in which he dis- 
piayedgreat military talents and uncommofi 
Personal courage, atlength wrested froni the 
English, Le Mirbalais, Les grand Bois, 
and other places which they had seized. 
His conduct during this war was brilliant and 
without stain; and that epoch pf his life 
would bc truly great, if the services he ren- 
dered the Republic at that time had not beeh, 
like ail that preceded, subservient to his am- 
bition. It was not, as yet, his interest ta 
conduct the war feebly against the English, 
or to act in concert with them : his projects 
demanded, that he should first give every 
pledge of fidelity * to the French Govern- 
ment, to possess its intire confidence ; and 
obtain new honours and power, to facilitate 
the exécution of his designs. 

Toussaint seldom deceived himself : the 
Commissiôners of the Executive Directorj', 
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gratefiU for his ^rvices, and desirous of 
giving new proofs of thcir satis&ction, de* 
clared him General in Chief of the Armies of 
Saint Domingo. This most important ap-* 
poiiitment he receired in Germinal, iifth 
year of the Republic, Marcb 1797. 

But even this was not the whole advantage 
he derived from his victories, The report 
of his splendid actions passing rapidly from 
the new world to France, spread the greatest 
gloryTound the name of Toussaint Lou* 
VERTURE. In the tribune of the Council 
of Ancietits his exploits were vaunted with 
the utmost enthusiasm. He was spoken of 
as the Savioor of the colony, and as onc of 
the most faithful and strenuous partisans of 
the French Repûblic, His various attroci- 
ties were no longer called to mind. His ap- 
parent zeal for the weifare of France imposed 
upon the nation ; and the hypocritical as- 

sumption of virtuousand noble sentiments, 

• 

which then and now seemed td direct bis 
cpnduct, as tbey gracQ his proclamations and 
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discourse, completely blinded even those 
who were inclined to fear him. 

While every thing seemed to iricrease 
harmony between the Commissioners of the 
French Government and the -Cîeneral in 
Chief, and shortly after the colony began to 
breathe again as it recovered firom its trou- 
bles ; Toussaint suddcnly, in the begin- 
ning of Fructidor, fifth year of the Re- 
pubUc (August, 1797) resolvedto accelerate 
the progress of hîs ambition ; and entering 
Cape Français at the head of a large escort 
of cavalry, he alighted at the house of 
Santonax. This Commissioner, whoUy 
without suspicion of the cause whichbrought 
Toussaint to the Cape, received him with 
the honours due to his rank, and with that 
welcome which became the représentative of 
the French Republic. 

One day passed in mutual expressions of 
esteem and confidence between the Com- 
misâioner and the Commander in Chief. 
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On the following day, Toussaint caused 
the gênerai to be beat, reviewed the gar- 
rison of the town, and retired to his quar- 
ters. He then invited to a repast the com- 
mandera of the several corps, and ail the 
otber principal mihtary and civil officers of 
the city. Haviog bribed part of thèse, and 
secured their voices, he openly proposed to 
send Santonax back to France. 

ê 

I 

This was the period when that commis- 
sioner was so yehemently denounced in the 
tribune of the Council of Five Hundred, by 
Vaublanc, and other deputies, excluded 
from the Législative Body, on the 18th Fruc- 
tidor, (Sept. 6 th.) Time and events hâve 
sufficiently declared between Santonax and 
his acQUsers, and Toussaint Louyerture ; 
and I sball pasâ this denunciation ivithout 
comment. 

Notwithstanding the art and the ferocious 
character of Toussaint, he failed in his at- 
tempt to gain ail the principal officera^ôf the 
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army. Etienne Mentor, at tbat time 
Âdjutant-General, and who bas since been 
Deputy from St. Domingo to tbe Council of 
Fiye Hundred, had tbe courage steadily to 
resist tbe proposition of Toussaint, and to 
develope its dreadfiil conséquences to bis 
brotber officers. He took a step yet more 
bold ; assembbng tbe officers under bis 
commande and otbers of bis opinion, he ad- 
ministered to tbem an oatb.of attacbment 
and fideUty to tbe Frencb RepubUc, and of 
deatb to wbomsoever should speak of a sé- 
paration from tbe motber country. This 
generous and noble conduct being reported 
to Toussaint, be gave an order under bis 
own band to arrest him. Christophe, tbe 
faitbful agent of tbe tyranny of Toussaint 
LouvERTURE (tbe same, wbo by his orders 
lately set iire to Cape Franl^ais, on tbe de- 
barkment of tbe Frencb troops) was cbarged 
witb tbe exécution of tbe order. In tbe 
middle of tbe nigbt, Mentor was arrested 
and tbrown into prison ^. 
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After this act of violence, which robbed 
the French party among the negroes of 
their chief, and the soûl of their measures, 
Toussaint again assèmbled the ofBcers of 
the army, whom he knew to be attached to 
the motber country, and those of whose dé- 
votion to himselfhe was not assured. The 
impulse had been 'given to them by the vir- 
tuous Mentor, and they ùnanimously re- 
Aised their consent to the. proposition of 
sending Santonax to France. General 
Leveille, commandant of the battalion of 
Clouard, and Gassonville, colonel of ar- 
tillery, werè loudest in their expressions of 
indignation at Toussaint's project, and in 
the heat of discussion they even proposed 
to arrest him. 

At the very moment when the military 
ôfficers deliberated on Toussaint's propo- 
sition, the Municipality of the Cape, the 
Constituted Authorities, and the populace^ 
openly expressed thdbr disapprobation of it. 
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The clamottr became great, and a g^ieral 
insurrection seemed inévitable, when Tous^ 
SAINT, informed by bis spies of wbat passcîd, 
retired with précipitation to La petite 

Anse. 

Mad with fury at seeing this steady op- 
position to bis will, tbe General assembled 
bis troops, and'invited tbem to a universal 
massacre and plunder. Santonax, now 
convinced tbat bis présence at tbe Cape 
would draw upon tbat unbappy city ail tb^ 
miseries of a civil war, and would probaUy 
lay it in asbes, resolved to embark for 
France, ratber tban expose tbe capital pf 
tbe island, andlts inbabitants, to tbe ven- 
geance of Toussaint. 

Santonax sailed from St^ Domingo on 
tbe 7th of Fructidor, 5tb Year of tbe Re- 
public (August 25, 1797.) His coUeagues 
bad already quitted tbecolony, exçept Ray-t 
MOND, a M\ilatto, devoted to tbe interesta 



27 

of Toussaint, who, to save appearances, 
was very ready to commit to him the admi- 
nistration of the colony, after the departure 
of Santokax. 

The General foreseeing that the violence 
he had committed on the French Commis* 
sioner would excite great indignation at Pa- 
ris) and fearing that this measure, by pre- 
maturdiy unveiling his designs, might draw 
upon him an opposition too powerfîil for 
him at that time to combat, dispatchèd three 
agents to France (a Negro, Mulatto, and 
Vincent, an Oflicer of the engineers) to 
excuse his conduct, They were instructed 
in his name to denounce Santonax to the 
Directory, as intending to proclaimthe in- 
dependence of St. Domingo, and usurp the 
suprême power in that colony. 

I need not call to the reader's mind how 
eagerly this denunciation was received, and 
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how rapidly it was propagated through 
France as an incontestible fact. Toussaint 
LouvERTURE completely triumphed; his 
enterprise was so far from being suspected, 
that he was every where applauded. He was 
again hailed the saviour of the colony, and 
the Directory éxpressed its satisfaction and 
gratitude ; aiding the delusion by a pré- 
sent of a habit richly embroidered, a most 
élégant sabre, and several pair of pistols of 
the manufactory at Versailles. 

While Toussaint gained this décisive 
triumph in France, he compelled by his in- 
trigues and violence the commissioner Ray- 
mond to put into his hands the entire aod 
absolttte administration of the colony. 

Raymond, after having been, as I hâve 
stated, the créature of Toussaint, no 
sooner saw himself, as he thought, securély 
seated in power, than he began to affect în- 
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dependence in his measures, and even de* 
manded an account of sumis lelit in the çbf- 
fers of government^by Santon ax^ and ven- 

. tured, on occasions, to oppose the will of 
the General. Nothing more was wantinj; 
to draw ruin upon him. The garrison of 
the Cape, who had receivéd no pay since 
the departure of Santon Ax, ohe day re-t 
volted, and âew to arms. Secret emissaries 
of the General directed their fijry againsi 
Raymond, and the commissioner, with 
great terror, resigned to the handspf Tous- 
saint an administration too dangerôus for 
him to préserve. Thislast sacrificie of Ray- 
mond was not left without an apparent re^ ' 

• ward. By the influence of the General ho 
was appointed Deputy to the Législative 
Body, of the 6th Year of the Republic, with 
which title he was sent to France ; Tous- 
saint regarding little.the efFects of his no- 
mination in that country, since he had ba- 
nished from the colony a man who presumed' 
for a moment to oppose his will. 



30 

The Executive Dîrectory, although- they 
higlily extolled the conduct of Toussaint^ 
resolved to replace Santomax by a com- 
missioner in whom they could confide. For 
this important office was selected Gênerai^ 
Hedou VILLE, a man who, by his irreproabh- 
able manners, his great military knowledge, 
and the mildness pf his principles, was ad- 
mirably qualified to repair the disasters of 
the colony , and reflect honour on the mother 
country. 

But thèse qualities, so necessary to the in- 
terests of France, were precisely those which 
irere the objectsof Toussaint^s detestation. 
It was not possible that a magistrate devoted 
to the duties of his office, an upright and 
severe administrator of the public concerns, 
the sincère friend of his country, and the 
acute observer of the human mind, could 
long exist in safety near an enterprising, 
ambitious, deceitful man, who had entirely 
'misled France as to his character, and who 
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had long resolved on the usurpation of the 
suprême auttiority in tbe island. 

Hedouville, at bis arrivai at the Cape, 
found that the General in Chief was em- 
pl(fyed in a military opération ; the circum- 
stances of which deserve to be related, not 
only because they are connectée! with He- 
douville's disgrâce, but because they serve 
remarkably to exhibit the perfidy of the 
Negro Chief. As this man, always powerful 
in his means, approached . the epochwhen 
his treachery might be completed and 
avowed, he sought to ally to his interests 
the powers who were enemies of France. It 
may well be supposed that England was the 
first whose aid he solicited on this occasion. 
In this critical moment of his fortune, the 
EiigUsh gênerai (Maitland) proposed to 
Toussaint to evacuate Saint Mark, Port 
AU P&iNCE, Jeremie, the Mole, and other 
places in Saint Domingo, in the possession of 
the EngUsh troops. This proposition being 
conveyed to General Hedouvillé, the 
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CommUsioner, as the direct agent of the 
Republic, readily accepted of the overture., 
reserving to himself the power of regulating^ 
the treaty on snch terms as ii^ôre consistent 
with the dîgnity of the govermnent ke had 
the honour to represent. The express ré- 
servation of Hedouville terrified the emi^ 
grant colonists, then résident in the places 
occupied by the English . They openly tore 
down the proclamations of the French Com^ 
missioner, caused the preliminaries to be 
broken ; and declared, that they would ac- 
knowledge no anthority from France, but 
that of Toussaint, with vnhom alone they 
Tiroiild consent to treat. In the end, the 
capitulation, such as it pleased General 
Maitland and the ^nigrant colonists to frame, 
was concluded, without the particàpation 
of HEBOuviLtE, between the Negro Chief 
and the EngU^ gênerai ''. 

Âfter t^is open act of treason to the mo- 
ther country, Toussaint proceeded to the 
Mole, "ftrhere he made his entry, with a 
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pomp iliat ougfat to hare b^ea the sooff of 
tiie inkabkantS) wfao had 00 miuiy rçtaiBs (to 
despiae lûm *. He vrasjectvfiçd et tbç ptîii* 
cipal gâte under s grand pavîltoiii aiad tkeii 
condndkedy wkh the acefaunatioits cf die f>D^ 
ptdace rnad the souod of ctanOD^to ^ mwA* 
cipdkj, ivbo had iftepored a magnifeettt 
re{Mttt /for hia. J^erwanb ihn Saglîdi 
iTOc^ft pa98èd ili rerieir hefoce Ubd^ and 
fimlif 5 Getieràl Mateiuid, mi aie iiaane vi 
the Kmg of En^atid^ pre^nted him «itàa. 
fine pieoe x>f biass ordoaoee. 

. The odtrsge commilted oA lie ik«Boli 

Republîc, in the person of its ageat^ eatûled 
murmurs among the colonists still attached 
to the QMther oouBby. To ennli tlièsey 
and to find a p<«teitt to «eod HzumxmtlM 
kmik t9 Europe, the Negro CJwrfempbytid 
neir nachtiitftkNU. Ha repnsmAed H»« 
ZMyvvHiits as an e&emy cf tiie Bbdby ainl 
Jecietly planning tbe sneaafl of dfldifcriii|^ 
thosn agaiii to éaa^mj. Ha ansparai tift 
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French Coroinissioiier into the adbption of a 
régulation on the culture of the colony 
vUch he himself had digested. When the 
régulation was made public and proclaimedi 
Moyse,Chiii8Toph£, and other hired agents 
of tbe Negro Chief^ raised a cry against the 
Commisnioners of t3nranny and a violation of 
therightsof sien« The law was represented 
as an attempt on the liberty of the Blacks^ 
and the life of Hedou ville was opealj 
menaced : two of his aid«de-camps^ were 
massacred near the town of Saint Mark, 
as they w«re returning to the Cape from a 
xai§ax<fii on whteh they bad he&x sent by 
HEDotrviLLE. 

, Added to thèse çubj^ts oi ahtm, Tous» 
SAïKX adrancied at the head oS bis army 
j^gainst HEDoy VILLE, professing bis design 
to exterminate him, witb ail the white peo- 
1^ of the colony. Hedou ville resolved 
lo tetum to France^ «n^d-embarked in the 
nlonth flf >ïîvcij^ (beginning Petember S^d, 
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eoding Jantiary 20th,) seventh jrdtf 'ot Û» 
Sepublic^ after no more thah three monthi 
résidence at tbe Capci 

1 cannot pf dceed without lamdntiiig thè 
préjudices which existed at that time in fà» 
Tour of TotxsftAïKT in the yeey heart of 
the Freiich Goyenimeût< Nritiber the luv 
Inowledged integritjr of HsDomriUËi notr 
hisremonstranoes^ supportedbjrproof, could 
open the €syes of the Direotory/ In answ^ 
to the memorials of the French Ccmimiti» 
ùoner appeared once more CotoNSL Vimw 
CENT, the faithfui créature of Toiussaint^ 
who attfuUy accusing Hedouvillb of thè 
design of oterthrowing the liberty of th6 
Blacks^ of aiming at illégal power^ and 
having misapplied the public ftinds, obtai&ed 
his ôbject^ which was^ to tum the attention 
of the gorernment from the real enlpriti 
and to disgrâce the virtuous cttizen^ who 
reaped from bis dangerouB muimkùlAy tbe 
consciottsness of kîÀ own integfity^^aod îbé 
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JûK^lodge ii çircoitistaiices the inost ino- 

The French Commissioner Santonax, 
jlAd fltiU noit GsiIsjLAt Hedouyille, bad 
Jl0fit liehmâ thAi al Srât Dolaûigo nimierous 

jlûiM^aliolMii ha4 definràed tbeik' interettSy 
fHi4 ppfMiaed tht vîolefioe of ToUs^AiMt 
jlf ben Im» «ko^d IhwB fr^m the îsImicI. Thèse 
IpMi^oiitf, citieen» hid Ml beeo oref tooked 
1^ ihe N9|^ Chief 9 but ware reserved for 
ifae dsgr <^f U* veogeaiice. Absolute master 
^•f the kli^ntl lifter the depftrtur^ ef K^j^pu*- 
^vlLUt^.eod there.bfiiig ik> longter any coii^ 
sîderatioB ta teoiper his it^e^ he rosolved 
ta immolate thjedt ta bis ofFended pride: 
the great;eir part trlire atrèsted^ thtown into 
. prÎMtl) f^ aftefwaids ebot^ as partisans of 
Fraaoo. Amosg the dîstii^uÎBhed victim» 
9f their i^riotûm "Çrere BAs.TH£t£MY pu 
]Ulkaj& aod Cli&i«TaPH£ MoUKaIi chiefs of 
èng|4»; P»iLi(,8: MiCH^L^.geiieral of bfi> 
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gade ; eîtizehs Bijoux«JVIoi.ii9Xy ^novAtùitr 
CorLOT ; and Pierre Fau^^ judge of thé 
criminal tribunal : others were drowned at 
night in the roads of Smmt Mark ; among^ 
thèse latter wasNosL Leveille, colonel of 
the third régiment, an officer difitinguished 
for his military talents and attachment to the 
mother cpuntry. The regret whicb his trol- 
diersexpressed at hiideath drew upgn them 
the Yengeance of Toussaint ; the régiment 
was sent to the Mole, and sQon afttrwardl 
faroke* 

Many other per&ons would hâve ÊAeDi 
befckre the ferocioùa Afrieaii, resolved at hl$ 
letsure to taste the sweets of r^eagc^ faàd 
they noty perceiving their danger, chosefl 
rather to abandon their familier and prop^rty 
than to fall beneath his sword. Toussaint 
no longer proceeded silently or secretly in 
the career of hi9 ambition ; while he deroted 
to 4eath the friends of France, he endenr- 
vonred tô tti-engthea himsejf by s^lîuiceB 
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with the powers at war t^ith the Kepublic, 
In the Morhing Cbronîcley of die date of 
tibe.lSth Thermid<Mr, (4th. August) seventh 
jear of the Republic, appeared a paragraphe 
which proves that Toussaint's negotiations 
àt Ldndoù were not ineffçctual : 

M 

% 

. « On Saturday last" (27th ivly) says this 
journal, *' Greneral Maitland arrived in the 
** last Jamaica fleet, We are happy to in- 
5^ form bur readers, that this distinguished 
** officer bas completely succeeded in bis 
** negotiîltion with Toussaint Louver- 
M T&RE. He bas placed our commercial 
<^ relations with Saint Domingo on a foot* 
*^ ing which secures us ail we could de^ 
** rive from it, without in any degree en- 
f * dangering the security of our own co- 
♦^ lonies,*' 

. I baye no intention, in citing this para-» 
grapb, to blâme or misrepresent the Ei^glish 
p^tioû, whicb| at that time the enemj of 
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France» had the incoxitestible right to sustam 
itself by such alliances as it could make^ 
my derign is to shew the profound dissimu- 
lation and perfidy of Toussaint, who, while 
by bis agents he lulled the French govern-« 
ment into the most perfect security , treate4 
with the enemies of the Repubïic to the sa- 
crifice of its iuterests. 

After General Hedouville^s retum to 
France, Roume, who resided at Santo 
Domingo, as agent of the French Republic, 
receiyed orders fiom the Directpry to re« 
pair to the Cape, and assume the reins of 
the gênerai administration of the Island* 

The new French agent, whom so many 
dangers waited at bis post, was indebted for 
the repose which be enjoyed in the few first 
months of his administration, to erents which 
arose shortly after his arrivai at the Cape. 
The Negro Chief, instead of opposing his 
installation, had atthat time motives to sanc- 
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lion kb sntboritj. Hjs pfurfXMie waâ to cm-»' 
fhy the power and influence of Rovme in 
tmppott of tbe war ht had decUred agaioat 
RioAuDy a Molatto C^neral in the South. 
Tbe disasters wUch followed that intestine 
and fatal war long plunged St. Domingo in 
mourning. The two parties motoaUy batbed 
their hands in each other's blood. The Ne^ 
gro Chief made it the occasion to destroy 
iwo-thirds of the popuhition of the Molat- 
tùtn in St. Domingo y and the whole of thé 
j^aek proprietcxi, who bore the nanie of the 
Fiench iaction. Rioaud was finally snb* 
dùed, butfound means toescape from the 
colony witb his fitoûly, and fled to France. 
Toussaint Louterture, on a triumphal 
norch in the South, ordered the friesids and 
intimate connections of Rioaud to be shot, 
who had snrrendered to him on the ftdth of 
the Biost soiemn assurances of pardon firom 
htm. Toi7s$AiNT, noir freed from a rival, 
who -had endangered his power, tnmed his 
intrigoes npon tbe Fxench ComxnisttQiiet 



JLovuti whose poIUical existence wasna 
longer necessary to hi$ projects, He ex^ 
cited an insurrection against Roume^ «t tibe 
conclusion of whU^ the agentpf the Frendi 
governinent was seisied upon^ aad coaire7e4 
to the eamp of Breda The perpetrator 
of this crime w«s the Gémirai of Brigade 
MoYSE, nephew of Toussaiiit, and at that 
time in bis ino9t intimale confidence. 
RouMS iras held a priaoner in tbe camp 
of Breda during nine dajs^, exposed'to 
the insttlts and ontrag^s of the vile t^nts 
of Toussaint. The soene of thèse iqguka 
past before the eyes of thodommander iu 
Chiefy wbo did not ev<^n affect to pnt an 
end to tfaem. His présent object was to in-^ 
timidate the French Cemnusçioner, and to 
obtain an important sacrifice, neceasary ta 
the completion of bis power* 

After oine d^s imprisonment and aiann» 
à» French Gommissioner sav before hîm 
MoYSEy trbo demanded of faite to give 
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aathority in writing to the Negro Chief to 
take possession of tbe part of the Spanish 
colonies ceded to France by the treaty of 
peace concluded between the French Re- 
pnblic and his Majesty the King of Spain. 

At hearing this proposition^ the French 
j^nt saw the abyss that opened beneath his 
feeL Determined howerer to sustain the 
high character confided to him by the Re* 
public, and tô remàin faithful to his duties 
în this extremity, he answered, that he 
éould not subscribe such an order. . The 
^reàtnre of Toussaint threatened to shoot 
him and his wife and children. The French 
Commissioner was unmoved. Enraged at 
his constancy, his oppressors shewed him 
tbe préparations for his exécution, while, as 
long as himself and his own family were the 
only objects of his enemies threats, the un- 
fortunate Roume steadily persisted in his 
refusai : but then an irrésistible torture was 
to be appliedto faim« He he^rd the shouts 
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and clamours of the Blacks, who demanded, 
with the sacrifice of tbe French agent and 
his family, the massacre of ail the White 
people in the colony, if the French Commis^ 
sioner did not accède to the wishes of their 
Chief. The fîrmness of Roumb now failed 
*him, and he promised whatever uras de- 
manded of him* 

Surrounded with the furious troopà of 
Toussaint, the unfortunate Roume wrote 
with a trembling hand to Don Joachim 
Gaucia, at Santo Domingo, in termft 
dictated by Toussaint, inviting him to de^ 
tirer the Spanish part of the Idand, comi 
prehendod in the treaty of peace» to the 
General in Chief of the French army in St. 
Domingo, or to his officer. * * 

Don Joachim Garcia protested at isrst 
withgreat indignation against this act of thte 
French Commissioner ; but threatened With 
invatsion by Toussaint, he endearoured th 
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4èlay the aSkir by negotiation, thàt he 
BÛght hâve time to infarm hia goireniment 
of what past ; ho thereforo demanded tbree 
months to evacuate tbQ Spaoish possessions, 
Toussaint feâgned !co graot thia delay» and 
the Spanbh comaiander> reposîng in secu-^ 
rîty on his engagements» patiently waited 
the auswer of his governmçnt, Saddenly 
he was informed, that Gênerais Paul (bro- 
tber of ToussAïNt Louvektur*) and 
D*H£B]^couR advanced ai the head of 
lO^OOO xneni to seize npon Santa JDooiingo, 

SnriMrised and discoacerted» the Spaniards 
made* a faint resiatance > driven in eyery 
part, they evacuated St. iDomingo» and re^ 
tired inta the Island of Cuba and PoftTQ» 
Kico. Âfter this expédition, '^'bich madç 
Toussaint master of the Spanish possessions, 
ii^hioh he had eagerly coveted» tbe luifortu- 
nate Fxench Commissioner was deposed 
£rom his government, and conducted to a 
«mail town in the interiot of the Islande 
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whére he remained seven months in fetters. 
Restored to Ubcrty, after the news arrived 
«t St* I>pimDgo of the ï^rench expédition 
preparing ftgain^ that Islande he ttetir^d to 
the Am&i*ican States, waititig a favourabk 
«pportunity to return to England, 

TotTsfiAiKT, Tendered absolute master of 
the Island) and without rival, bas never 
i^eased to exercise a tyranny almost as iti'^ 
tolôraUe in its ïneatis as in its object Ai 
the condui^ii of the late troubles, ivhich 
agitated the nocthern part of the Island, in 
whidi tiear 600 White peopie were slain^ 
togetht&r with ail thê Black domestics of the 
«States on iriiicii they resided, the Negro 
Chief caused his own nepfaew, O^end 
MoY«£> t!0 be shot ; the same wfao had 
been tte secrotagent of his dark intrigues. 

« Thereunnted but one fesnal net to add 
to die ipi^adMir cdP dM aooeesttM sonbîtit» 

Df tins |«fiàiiiuRi AjftkflSif tbtt wagfrihimily 
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to dissolve the ties which united the colony^ 
to the mother country ; to proclaim his in- 
dépendance by public acts^ and constitute 
himself the suprême head of the Island* 
This last enterprise, so long meditated» and 
so steadily prepared, in the midst of so 
many treasons, characterised with the blood 
of so many victims, was executed on the 
13th Messidor, (Ist July) 9th Year of the 
ïlepublic. The constitution which tbe 
French colony of St. Domingo assumed at 
that period, affected to préserve some rela- 
tions between the mother country and the 
colony ; but, in fact, entirely annihilated ail 
such. It is the name of Toussaint Lou-^ 
vERTUREy that man grown old in the exé- 
cution of crimes, the assassin of his benefac* 
tors, hjrpocriticaland perjured, andabhorred 
of ail nations, which is placed at the heàd 
'of this constitution! But the inhabitants of 
St. Domingo, and above ail those Blaèks* 
who owe to France the inexpressible beneiit 
ofUberty, who hav^ often shed their bjkK)d 
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for the >nlother country, who by theiir va- 
leur hâve signalized their ' restoration to 
their natural rights^ and who are character-* 
ized as much by attacbment to their friends 
as hatréd to their oppressors, can neyer 
bave consented to a constitution which se* 
parâtes them from their benefactors, cuts 
them ofFfrom a country of which they are 
the children, and delivers them into the 
hands of a tjnrant, whose fury they bave so 
often eicperienced. This constitution is not 
their work ; it is tbe contrivance of a fac«- 
tious pavty, who, in arms, uniting them- 
seives to their Chief, after spreading terror 
by their cruelties through ail boi>oms, hâve 
dared to call their will by the sacred name 
of the will of the people, and présent to the 
world the code which guarantees the per- 
semai ambition of the majority of the citi- 
zens ^. 

The interval which bas passed betweea 
the publication of the act we are speaktng 



oT, (Uie open évidence of ibe treueti df 
TomsAïKT LoavEiLTVRE) and the coin« 
mencement of the expédition prepaied by 
Ffaooe againit the traitor, speaks too (Jainly 
in &voiir of die Frencb goremment to per^ 
oiit me to endeair<mr, by my own reflectionsy 
toadd to thetmiveml sentiment wfaîch pro- 
ciain» that govcrnnient the pacifkrator of 
the world. What bas the First Consul left 
mattempted to ]ead back to hoiiour and his 
dntji to the interests of the motber couotry » 
«nd even fais own proper interest^ tins man^ 
who perfaâps had the shipidity to take for 
the bnguage of fear that of clemency and 
jinmamty ? Till ali means of conciliation 
h«d been trîed, the * expédition had never 
been i^soivedon; and then^ how mock in 
■the s^trit of peace was even this attempt 
tegusi4 Tfapse Tesseb that boire witb them 
the thunder of the Kepublic^ to chastise a 
rebely carried also the most sacred pledges 
«f the mildiieBs and magnanimîty of the 
gimxk gOTemmeivt > The minÛBterg nf tbê 
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public vengeance wer6 Imthàcied, vÉÎbKt 
than crush the oulprit with forcâ, iù m«' 
deavour to rechim hiffli by a beMfa^tlM' 
the most touching to the b^xft of & ttsifl 
who had not abjured ail the semiiMntf of 
nature ; by restoring to him h^ two sQM^ , 
8o IcHig se{Mirated from their ÙJii/etf Md io 
carefully and generously eduoated in Ao ' 
midst of a nation which he betrayed ! . 

Bot neither the clemency of the Frelich 
CToremn^ent^ nor th^r aabounded pcaùlà Ht 
its kûidness, could cmbdae tbi» fen^oOi 
Negro : too moch accustomed, dcrabdeafi^ ta 
plunder, and to the enjoyment of unqualiftei 
tyranny to enter into a just and dvilitak 
order of things, which must bave restrahMiA 
his ruinou» ambition. Toussaint Lou-i 
v£B.TUR£ha3GOii3plet6dbb€riined; atidby 
bis andaciotM resiscaftee put a t«rm fd tte 
paeific dispcttitioas of tke FrèMb Coi9BÊt^ 
ipent. It belongg nov to tfaé^ toiirage €f 
tiMiFr^nch troopa t^ fiftidk (bi« âisgM:<fttt 
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etatest. May Tktoty, so long the ally q£ 
tfa^ French Republic, continue faithful to 
lier in this enterprize ! May the happy ge^ 
nhia of tbe great Chief of the nation hover 
OTfr the opérations of this war, to accele- 
rate it$ conclusion, and to spare the blood 
^ the French people, which so many se« 
cret enemiesy no donbt, wish to see entirely 
$hed! 

The singular importance of the expé- 
dition under Genzk^l Leclerc against 
St. Domingo, and the conduct of Tous* 
»AINT when the French force appeared be- 
fere that island, induce me to give a détail 
af the affair, although recentiy laid before 
the publie. 

Thia expédition, which imperious neœs* 
^y imposed upon France for the préserva- 
tion of its authority and honour, was pre» 
ceded, as I bave aiready remarked, on the 
part of the Republic by the most gracioua 
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and conciliatory counsels. The letter of tlii^ 
First Consul to Toussaint Louverture^ 
written in the month of Brumaire, and 
tbe proclamation of the same date to the 
inhabitants of St. Domingo, are before the. 
public, a mémorial of the grandeur and- 
generosity of the French Government ; andj 
will pass to the latést posterity, to cover 
with opprobrium the monster who bas mis- 
represented its language, and scornéd its: 
bénign dispositions ! 

On the morning of the 9th of Plurose^ 
the French squadron, commanded by Ad- 
MiRAL ViLL ARET, haviug OU board the army 
dastined for the expédition, arrived atCAPE 
Samana, after a voyage of forty-six days. 
On the lOth the Admirai received by the 
Syren frigate, which he had dispatched to 
GuADALouPE, an account of the insurrec- 
tion that had recently taken place in that 
island. This news, joined to intelligence 
of movements in other islands, inspired tbe 

s 2 
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fW^ralf witb a mi^trust of the réception 
thqr h«(t to expect. General Lecleec 
inmediately ordered Geke&al Kerver- 
tAV to proceed' with bis dimion to Santo 
Domingo, to check at its commenceinent a 
gtneral insurrection , if that should be at- 
tempted. 

Thispreviouftdisposition made, the French 
aquadron continned its route, and arrired on 
the llth at the beights of La Grange, 
wbere the naval and military forces were 
dii4ded into three divisions. The first, un- 
der Rear Ai>miral Latuoche, bad order» 
tp land a body of the tro<^ commanded by 
General Bouqet at Port au Princje. 
The second, under Captain Magon, to 
land tbe division of General Rochambeac 
in Mancekillo Bay, and support his at- 
taek upoB Fort Dauphin ; and the third, 
under General Leclerc, was reserved 
to attack tbe Cape and the neighhoui'ing; 
posts*. 
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'On the evening of tBe 13tfa, the neced- 
âary dispositions being made, the Admirai 
gave the signal to Rear AdMlAÀL La- 
to actt£ and Captain Magon to lead Oh 
their divisions ; and on the morning of the 
14th he presented himself before the <Aty 
of Cape Fhancais with bis division. 

The road of the Cape, which is diffiouk 
to ordinary vessels, is not without danger to 
ships of the Une ; and the entrance is not 
practicable but with a breeze, which rises 
regularly about eleven in the morning and 
blows for several hours The Admirai or- 
dered the two frigates La Clorinde and 
L'Uranie, and the V AlGUiLtÈ cutter, to 
reconnoitre the entrance of the road; tO 
learn if the buoys were taken tip, and to 
observe the state of the fortifications. The 
cutter was fired upon frotn Fort Piccolst. 

While this passed, aMalatto, named SaK*- 
eoi, wbo held the oiBce lof Pott Captain at 
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the Gape, wént on board tfae French Admi- 
rai, and in tbe name of the Negro General, 
.Christophe, demanded of the French Gè- 
'neral, tbat he should peaceably wait the re- 
turn of a conrier dispatched to Toussaint; 
and declared, on a refusai of which, the mo- 
ment the squadron attempted to enter the 
port, ail the white people in Cape Fran- 
CAI3 should be massacred, and the town set 
-tm fire l 

. General Leclerc, pensuaded that so 

.violent a resolution could be the resuit only 

of nnjust fears of the intentions of the 

French Government, wrote to Christophe, 

:displaying to him the benign disposition of 

the First Consul, and endeavouring to lead 

him back to bis duty as a soldier and a French 

'Citizen. The General's letter, with which 

were. inclosed a great number of copies of 

the First Consul's proclamation, was taken 

to the town by Le Brun^ a naval officer. 

^The next momin^Ls Bruiï returjoèd» witb 
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a répétition of the message brought hy 
Sangos. Christophe sent ah absolute re« 
fusai to receive the French troops, repeating' 
his détermination to burn the ci^ and the 
neighbouring estâtes if the French squadron 
advanced. 

Meantime a deputation from the town 
arrived on board the âeet, to conjure the 
French General to take into considération 
the unhappy cu-cumstances of the inhabi« 
tants« The deputation consisted of the 
mayor, the commandant of the national 
guard, the curate, and tbree principal ci- 
tizens. They solemnly declared, that on 
the first signal of a debarkation the city and 
plain of the Cape would be set on fire, and 
the white people put to the sword. Thp 
General sent back the deputation, com« 
manding the mayor to read the First Con- 
suPs proclamation to his fellow citizens, 
and to unmask to them the perfidious de- 
«ignsoftlicir leaders. Tite deputation haVfb^ 
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tlu$ majori sv tiagro ^tUcbed to the motber 
countryi e:(ecat;#d tbe orders of the Géné- 
ral ynXh tbe moistperfect sse^land intrepi- 

ditjr. 

In the midst of tbe anxiety occasioned by 
the deckired résolution of tbe Black» to de- 
^TQy tbe towP) Gsnera^ Leci^ehc con- 
ç^yçd a desigPy wbicb at once afforded 
sQme bope« to tbe cause of bumanity, and 
yas consistent with the indispensable object 
qf tbe expédition. He imagined, that by 
U^nding bis troops at Le Limbe i he might 
gain the heights of tbe Cape before the Ne- 
groes conld exécute their cruel purpose ; 
sind that, if he copM not save tbe city, he 
CQuld at least saye tbe neighbouring estâtes. 
Tb^ necessary dispositions were tberefore 
madQ, and tbe General sailçd in the night ; 
but it being çalm he could not re^h Le 
Lm BE before day^Iight . 
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Meantime Ûie expédition of Captain 
Magon to Fort Daufhin had perfectly 
sooceeded. TheNegroesopposedhisIanding 
in Makcenillo Bay ; crying, " No French- 
<* men ! no whitç men î" and firing vrith 
musquetrj on the boats. Captain Magon 
executed the debarkation witb equal prompt- 
nessrand intelligence; and as soon as the 
troops wcre on their march to Fort Dau- 
phin, he prepared fais division with ail pos* 
fiible dispatch to force the narrow and dan* 
gérons passage at the entrance of that poft. 
A calm arrested bis zeal and courage for 
several hours, during whicb, howerer, Gé- 
néral RocHAMBEAu tumed the fort of 
Labouqde and the battery of UAn&e, in 
which the Negroes defended themselves with. 
extrême obstinacy. 

At lengtha breeze enabled Captain Ma«» 
oon to présent himself bef(Mre the fort be- 
longing to the town, which received him ^ 
Avilh cannon-shot. He soon made himself 
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xnaster of tliis fort, wbich he found well fur- 
nished with artillery in very excellent con- 
dition, a considérable quantity of ammuni- 
tion : and what no longer leiît any doubt as 
to the plan concerted by the rebels, written 
orders of General Christophe to the 
commandant of the fort, in the foUowing 
terms : To défend hiniself against the French 
to the last extremity ; if possible, to sink their 
vessels: and, if he could not matntain his 
position, to set fre to every thing in his re- 
treat. 

> Whîle the attack was made on Fort 
^AOFHIN the commander in chief ad\'anced 
towards Le Limbe, where he arriired on the 
16th at three o^clock in the afternoon. In 
this place was a battery, but the debarka- 
tion was effected with such rapidity and 
success that the troops received no injury. 
The Ganeral instantly proceeded toward 
the Cape. AU the habitations and the land 
were descrtcd. The proprietors and la- 
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bouvers hàd ail fled ; among whôm a report 
had been spread, that the* fleet was com- 
posed of SpanJards and English, who had 
resolved to conquer the island, and put àll 
the inhabitants to the sword. 

According to the orders of the General, 
the attack on the Cape by the men of war 
Xras to be combined with his attempt. Ad- 
MiRAL ViLLARET pcrceiving by his sig- 
nais that his descent was suçcessful, ordered 
the Patriot and Scipio to présent them- 
selves at the entrance of the port, to draw 
upon them the attention of the enemy. The 
^ciPio was no sooner within shot of Fort 
PiccoLET than ail the forts opened opon 
her a shower of bombs and cannon shot. 

In this very instant the horrible threat of 
the Negroes was put in exécution. The 
sqfifàdron saw the city on fire: and this 
spectacle was rendered still more shockitig 
by the arrivai of night ; during which the 
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ftnxiety of the French iras carried to the 
greatest extrême, by their total inability to 
afibrd any succour to the wretched victims 
of this attrocious deed ! 

When the day appeared the Admirai, 
taking advantage of the iirst rise of the 
moming breeze, placed his vessel at the 
head of the squadron, ordering the other 
ships to follow him. Forts Piccolet and 
Saint Joseph were deserted, but the bat- 
tery of the arsenal, and Forts Bellair and 
Saikt Michael continued to firc. The 
French squadron came to anchor ^nthout 
firing a single shot ; and the troops on board 
the yessels were landed under the orders of 
Caï^tain Laroque. 

General Humbert, who was on board 
La Révolution with three hundred men, 
took the command of several detachments, 
with which he formed a body of one thousand 
two hundred men ; and making himself ma»* 
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ter of Fort Bellair, to facilitate the march 
of tbe General in Chief, he afterwards pro- 
ceeded to join hina. When General Le- 
CLERC entered the town of Cape Français 
French troops were already occupied in 
saving the ruins of that unhappy city. The 
G^neraPs présence restored order and con- 
fidence. The inhabitants who had escaped 
tbe massacre assembled round him ; among 
tbesewastheintrepid C^sar Telemauue, 
who had been rescued by some French sol- 
diei^/s from assassins that were actually in 
pursuit of him; and the Commander in 
Chief, informed of his undaunted efforts to 
save the city and its inhabitants from the 
fury of the Blacks, instantly named him 
mayor of the town, under the anjthority of 
the French Republic. 

I shall finish the life Toussaint Louver- 
TURE with a çhort sketch of his person and 
character. 
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This celebrated Negro is of the middle 
stature. He bas a fine eye, and bis glances 
are rapîd and penetrating. Extremely sober 
by babit, bis activity in the prosecution of 
bis enterprizes is incessant. He is an ex-r 
cellent horseman» and travels on occasion 
with inconceivable rapidity, arriving fre- 
quently at tbe end of bis journey alone, or 
almost unattended, bis aides-de-camp and 
bis domestics being unable to foUow bim in 
journies wbïcb are often of fifty or sixty 
leagues. He sleeps generally in bis clotbes, 
and giyes very Uttle time eitber to repose 
or bis meals. 

His dress is usually a générales uni£orm. 
He alwaysbasa bandkerchieftwisted round 
bis bead, over wbicb be wears a military. 
bat. 

His disposition is dark and taciturn. He 
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seldom speaks tbe French language^ and tbat 
very ill. AU bis actions are covered with 
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such a profound veil of hyppcrisy, that, 
although his intire life has been a séries of 
treachery or crimes, ail who approach him 
are betrayed into an opinion of the purity of 
his intentions. Tbe Marciuis D'Hërmona, 
that intelligent and distinguished Spanish 
officer, of whom 1 bave already spoken, 
said of him, " If God descended on ëàrth 
^^ he could not inbabit a beart more appa- 
** rently good tban tbat of Toussaint 

** LOUVERTURE." *° 

His cbaracter is a strange.and frigbtful 
mixture of fanaticism and (ierce passions. 
He passes without remorse* from tbe altar to 
premeditated carnage, and from dévotion to 
tbe darkest contrivances of perfidy. He 
appears always surrounded by priests, for 
whom he afîects uncommon vénération. 
Priests generally draw up bis proclamations. 
He lately bad three confessors: an Italian 
ecclesiastic named Martini, tbe curate of 
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Cape Français, and the Abbe Molière^ 
résident in that city. 

But ail this exterior of dévotion is no other 
than a mask, xnth which he finds it useiul 
to cover the depraved passions of his heart, 
more successfully to direct the blind credu-T 
lity of the N^proes. If he were still ftirther 
to èxtend his hypocrisy and his influence 
over them, of which he is capable, if he sees 
need, it canhot be doubted that with the 
extravagant ideas the Blacks hâve formed of 
him, seconded by the priests, who are de- 
voted to his service, he might assume the 
character of an inspired personage, and be 
obeyed in his commands to his foUowers, to 
commit ail crimes in the name of heaven. 

Toussaint Louverture is not sincerely 
attached to the libération of the Negroes, 
and detests the dominion of Çui'opeans. He 
loathes with a mortal hatred the Mulattoes, 
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whose race in the colony he lias almost root* 
ed out. He despises his own brethrenthene- 
groes, whom he employa merely as instni- 
ments of his ambition, and whose death he 
coldly commands by thousands, when his 
power is in the ieast menaced. 

He abiised the confidence of his first be« 
nefactors. He betrayed his own fàcàouj the 
8panish, English, Malattœs, White pecple, 
France under royal government, RepubUcan 
France, his own blood, his country, and the 
religion he professes to respect. ' 

♦ 

Such is the portrait of Toussaint Lou- 
YERTURE, whose life, when there shall be 
opportunity of writing it with more ample 
circumstances, will furnish a striking ex^ 
ample of the crimes to which ambition will 
lead, when éducation, integrity, andhonour, 
do not check its natural progress. 

THE END, 
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^ nr^HIS Negro Chief, whose innumerable cruel- 
-■- ties, if their history is ever given to the 
world, will excite the most extrême horror, died of 
grief, or rather with excessive rage, âometime after • 
his imprisonment at St. Augustin. As to Bouck- 
MANT, after he had escaped from the vengeance 
of BiAssou, he was defeated, and lost his life 
in à battle which was fought near the Cape. 
His head was placed on a pike planted in the 
middle of the Place D'Armes of the town, with 
the following inscription attached ' to it : — jTAc 
head of Bouckmoîtt, leader of the lîtsurgents, Nerer 
perhaps did the head of a dead body préserve so 
much expression. The eyes were open, and seemed 
stiU to glow with rage. It might al most be said, that 
he was about to give the signal of a massacre. He 
fell, after receiving a number of woundsfrom musket- 
shots and bayonets, defending himself with great 
vigour to the last. 

^ Toussaint had not the satisfaction of ha ving 
his companion in arms, Jean François, for the 
companion of his treachery. Jean François 
preserved his fidelity tô Spain. He résides at pré- 
sent at Cadiz, with the title and appointments of 
Lieutenant-General of the arraies of the King. 
He lives with considérable splendour, having ten 
negro oiiicers in his service. 

^ Proclamation of the 30th Ventôse. 

F 2 . 
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* Tlm feroclous C.bief, who Wicvcd himself rc- 
conciled to heaven and hu^ian nature, when he had 
received a priest's absolution for bis dreadful crimesji 
was.become tbe most zealouç partizan and advocate 
of Baynal's bock, which be bad persuaded bîmself 
pointed oui bis own destiny, in tbe cbapters wbicb 
treat of the probable future independence of tbe co- 
lonies in tbe new world. He warmly recomroended 
ihe reading of those. cbapters to bis foUowers. Tbe 
mongs tbe autbor bad committed towards religion 
and tbe priestbood, were effaced in bis feeling by 
tbe principles and prédictions wbicb âattered his 
ambition. Raynal'a book and tbe Rosary formed 
the talisman vfïth wbicb be governed tbe weak and 
superstitious blacks^ tbe instruments of bis power. 

*'Tbe pledge wbicb' nwst seduced tbose wbo stîll 
eQtertained suspicions of Toussaint, and which is 
per}iap3 the strongest proof of his dissimulation, was 
bis sending his two sons to France. Tbe sincerity 
oflbe father was no longer doubted, when be placed 
iq, tbe hands of the Republic the fate of his two 
children. May tbe French government, in returii- 
ing tbis precious pledge, never hâve cause to repent 
tbéïr placîng so much confidence in the sentiments 
6{ nature and gratitude in a man who so often bas 
trodden them ail under foot. 

■ * Tbïs distînguished officer/who on t his occasion 
acted a part so dangerous and lionourable, deserves 
to be particularly mentioned in this place. It is uot 
only a tribute due personally to himself, but a trî- 
bute addressed through him to tbe numerous class 
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of negroes who hâve rem^ined faithful to the Jte- 
public, and whom neither proscriptions, danger, nor 
the excess of suâering, could ivithdraw from their 
generous fidelity. 

Etienne Mentor, a freenegro, and proprietor 
of an estate at St. Pierre in MARTiNiauE, wheto 
he was born in 1771, had received from nature those 
quaiities which pre(>are men to support, vnih con* 
stancy and courage,' the greatest vicissitudes of life> 
and from éducation, those principles and accôroplish- 
ments whicji embellish times of tranquiUity. Tht 
Révolution placed him, with the rest of his clas», b^ 
tween the alternative of contending for its succe98^ 
or submitting to slavery. When the liberty of the 
negroes was proclaimed by France, he swore etemtil 
£delity and attachment to the niother couutry. 
Eaised to the rank of Captain of Chasseurs in Gua.- 
DALOUPE, and having the command of a battery 
-which was attacked by the B^glish, he fought with 
extrême bravery, and did not surrender till ail his 
people were killed or wounded. Put on board aa 
Ënglish vessel, to be conducted a prisoner to Ël^- 
land, he conceived and executed the prc^ject t^ SeM% 
upon the vessel and conduct her to Brest. This 
bold enterprise restoted him to liberty and to France, 
vrhere he niade a campai gn against the rebels of 
La Vendée, under General Westermann. He 
-was summoned to Paris to give information respect' 
ing the taking of Guadaloupe, and in the third 
Year of the Republic was altached to'the Adjutants 
General of the army in St. Domingo. He arrivéâ 
in that Island after the affair of 30th of Ventôse, 
which endangered the Ufe ef Mènerai Layeavx ; 
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and became the zeaîous defender of the agents of 
Ihe French government, and the support of the op- 
prest Ëuropeans. 

Placed by the nature of his service near to Tous- 
saint LouvERTVRE, hîs mîlitary talents and the 
high character he had acquired among the negroes, 
gained him the confidence of Toussaint, and the 
rank of Adjutant-General of the army of St. Do- 
mingo. It was in this intimate connection with that 
Negro Chief that he penetrated into the secret of 
his ambition. Jlis courage in opposing it incurred. 
Toussaint's vengeance, when he found his reward 
in the suffrage of the people of St. Domingo, who 
appointed him Deputy to the Councii of Five 
Hundred. 

• In that Assembly, opposed almost alone to the 
numerous partizans of Toussaint, he unveiled his 
ambition, and in the sixth Year of the Republic de- 
nounced the project of independence of the Negro 
Chief, Charges of partiality and revenge, héaped 
upon him by the agents of Toussaint, could not 
affeçt his constancy. He sent memorials on the 
subjçct of his fears for the mother country to the 
Executive Directory, and'several of the Journals 
were made tiie depositaries of his strong remon- 
strances and warnings, which he never ceased to 
publish till the clamour was so loud against him, 
that he incurred the greatest personal risk without 
benefit to the public service. This Negro Officer 
was excluded from the Législative Body on the I8th 
Brumaire. 

Among the anecdotes which charàcterise the hu- 
m:me and generous heart of this man, 1 shall give 
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only one, which is recorded in ail (he Journals in 
Nivôse, 9th Year of the Repûblic. Being at Brest, 
he was on board the Frigate La Créole, vihen one 
ûf the seamen fell overboard, and being carried 
away by a high sea, was on the point of being 
drowned. While a multitude of spectators lamented 
his fate. Mentor leaped into the sea, and at the 
hazard of his own life brought him safe to the ship. 

"^ Ail the Emigrant Colonists, who commanded 
corps under the £nglish colours, were received into 
the army of Toussaint, with their respective 
ranks. They still serve under this Negro Chief, 
and will, no doubt, prove themselves the most ob- 
stinate enemîes of the French engaged in the pré- 
sent expédition. 

In the Journal of UAmi des Loix, of the date 
of the 24th Messidor, 6th Year of the Republic, is a 
letter frora Citizen Etienne Mentor, which gives 
a faithful picture of the treaty of Toussaint Lou- 
VERTURE with the English. 

*' If the capitulation of which you hâve given a 
" copy," says this Negro Officer, at that time a De- 
puty of the Council of Five Hundred, " is correct, 
" the French General who signed it is worthy of 
" death. It is not the English who hâve capitulat- 
" ed, for he who capitulâtes is he who recçives the 
'' law from his enemy. Is it not wholly incredible, 
" that the French General, at the head of twenty 
" thousand men, before a place without ramparts, 
" and open on ail sides, should permit a weak gar- 
" rison, reduced by the yellow fever and désertion, 
'* to carry away, on the évacuation of the place. 
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the money, merchandize, ammunitlon, and provi- 
" sionSy and to render the cannon incapable of se]> 
*' vice ? How coukl he receive it as a conditicm to 
'< guarantee the lives and property of the infaabi- 
** tants that remained ia the Isiand ? If they were 
*' good and faithful Citizens, it was an outrage to 
'^ suppose they would be ill*treated by him. If 
" they were Einigrants, or had entered into the con- 
*' spiracy of those who had delivered up to the 
** Énglish part of the colony, a territory of the Re- 
" public, or had carried arms against the Repubiic» 
<< how was he entitled to grant them impunity ? It 
<* is palnful for me to say it, Citizens, but I perceive 
" in this scandalous treaty the hand of priests and 
'^ emigrants that surrounded Toussaint at my 
" departure from St. Domingo. — Perhaps it would 
** be to judge that General too severely/ to conclude 
" fhxn ail this a culpable intercourse with Ëngland, 
** but events wiU shew to what degree my suspicions 
f are founded." 

^ How is it possible the English should hâve for- 
got the treachery of Toussaint toward them, in 
1795, six or seven months after the massacre of the 
Spanlards at La Marmelade, and his joioing the 
standard of the Republic. This circumstance, which 
is very U^tle known, deserves to be recorded. An Eng- 
tish officer, Major ■ occupied the town of St. 

M A&K and its neighbourhood. Touss a i n t, who at 
that time had the strongeist motives to acqnirethe con^ 
fidence of General La veaux, and to gain the public 
opinion, resolved to niake himself master of St. Mark 
by a stratagem. He conveyed to the English offîcer 
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a private message lo the followitig effect : — ^That, 
being disgusted with the service of the Republic, he 
ivished to serve under the Ënglish colours ; and that 
he was ready to deliver up to him Les Gonajves, 
Les Vkrettes, and other places under his com- 
mande if the English offîcer ivould give him a meet^ 
ing at the Pont de L'Ester. 

The English officer, too readily confiding in 
Toussaint, was on his way to the appointed 
place, with part of his troops, when fortunately 
some one awakened him to a sensé of his danger, 
by impressing upon him the character of Tous- 
saint, a; man inured to perfîdy, and who made a 
jest of violating the most sacred engagements. 

The English officer was induced to rcturn, Un- 
willing, however, to lose so favouraWe an opportu- 
nity if Toussaint was sincère, he deputed in his 
place Gauthier, a Fi-ench emigrant, the second in 
commaud at St. Mark. When Gauthier ar- 
rived at the place of rendezvous, Toussaint, furi- 
ous at having missed his prey, arrested him, and 
sent him a prisoner to Port de Paix, where he 
was shot, on thèse two accusations i as an emigrant» 
and for having attempted to corrupt the vîrtuous 
Qeneral Toussaint Lovvbrture ! 

^' One of the most dangerous members of Tous- 
sai nt's oouBcil, the principal framer of bis consti-' 
tutioni and he who drew np his denmiciations against 
Santon AXS HiLDOWîhLE, and Roume, and who 
bas contrived to make birnself- master of two-third^ 
of tbe' estâtes m the north'of -St; Domingo^ is natned 
Pasqal, «nd Is tfaescm-k^UkW' Qf^'BAYUfONo.v H9 
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vas sentto Cape Français by the Exccutire Dî- 
rectory in the fourth year of the Republic, with the 
appointment of Secretary General of the French 
agency there. . This man is at présent the private 
and confidential secretary of Touss a i nt : no doubt 
he will désert him, to secure the fruits of his rapine, 
which he has had the précaution to remit to the. 
United States of America. 

^° Among the numerous anecdotes which prove 
the perfidious policy of Toussaint, I shall give 
the following ; which, although counected with a 
jiist cause, does not the less exhibit his profound 
hypocrisy : At the time of the affair of the 30th of 
Ventôse, of which I hâve spoken in the course 
of this work, and which threatened to be fatal to 
General Lave aux ; fortunately for him, Tous- 
saint having resolved to sustain his interests, in- 
vited to his house the several officers who com- 
jnanded at Gros Morne, Plaisance, Verettes, 
and other places, ail Mulatto Chiefs, and intbrmed 
them in pretended confidence of the conspiracy 
against General Laveaux. Headded, that he 
was prepared to march against him, and to bring 
him to trial for a design to reduce the Blacks to 
slavery and deliver the colony to the English. 
The Mulatto Chiefs, who were connected with the 
conspiracy, and silently waited the event of the 30th 
of Ventôse to déclare themselves openly, werô enrap- 
tured with the disposition Toussaint displayed to ' 
them. They congratulated him on the part he 
iras about to take, and endeavoured to excuse them- 
sdves for not having sooner opened their enterprixe 
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to hiix). At that moment Toussaint^ rîsîng hastily 
from his seat, crîed out ** Guards, seize thèse re- 
'* bels !" Soldiers, ivho were concealed in the ad- 
joining apartment^ rushed in, and arrésted the Mu* 
latto of&cers, who were thrown into prison at Morne 
Blanc and Petite Rivière. Negro officers of 
the army of Toussaint were appointed to their 
sever^l commands. 

I 

^* The illustrions part which this Negro has acted 
during the troubles of his unhappy country induces 
me to give the reader a short sketch of his life, 
every instant of which seems to hâve been dedicated 
to acts of humanity and beneficence ! 

CiESAR Telemaque, who is now nearlysixty 
years of âge, is a native of Sainte Pierre in the 
island^of Martinique. He married a French- 
woman at Paris about thirty-six years since, who is 
still living. He resided nearly forty-nine years in 
Paris, in the Rue du Sentier. His gentle man- 
ners, and the known benignity of his temper, induced 
his section, in the third year of the Republic, to 
appoint him Commissary of Charitable Benefactions. 
The zeal and patience with which he discharged the 
offices of that situation during that year, too faihous 
in the Révolution, will for ever render him dear to 
ail his fellow citizens. The unfortunate were nevet 
received by him in that rude manner which couverts 
a benefit into an înjury ; and, when the public means 
failed, he sûpplied them, as far as he could, from his 
own property. 

In the fourth year of the Republic he departed 
for St. Dopiingo with Santonax; and on his ar* 
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rMk ût thak isiaad wbs ap^intsdr treaairer at Vô^rt 
4i<9pAtx» But tim situation which wa» most 
jfdaptëd to bl^ Inimane heart yr23 that yfhïch hid 
fiiend ëtibivnb MtKNXok obtaiued for him at'thi; 
Cape^ m pointinsp him oui to the people as a maii 
pf (mUariy ûtted ito exercise the patemal functidis of 
ft jtetixje of . peace. 

In Ih h situation he merited and obtaiaed tfae €9- 
teem and confidence of ali good men. His name 
hiepired respect : the "Negroes gbiiéd 'mhamag him 
ibr a. countrynmn, and tbe Europieanr for à magis- 
.Irnte.. .:W il: ht bis cbaracter it.is easy to judge wèat 
:!9f9^. .\\)9' cpwTB^, bis soiidtude/ and hi9 danger, 
dunng tbat borrible nigfat vfaen the tawh of CAFft 
^VikvCji.is was ddivered to fire and sward by the 
'CSjecl^ble agents of Toussaiîtt ! 
. Worthy and amiable Citizen! 'receîve' in. this 
place the homage due from every feding heart ! 
;Your virtues.oiîer a recompence to btitnanity fbr the 
•crinie^ of jour nation: and bistory, inconveying 
to afteif times- tbe blaody deeds ofyourcountryineA 
in ^. Dootingo, will console the mindofthe/Mdder 
.^iUv thy grâ^t' and noUe acticmi i 
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